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The Best in Value Award ranks Alton Memorial Hospital 
in the Top 10 among all hospitals in Illinois 

and first in Madison County for 
Quality, Affordability, Efficiency and Patient Satisfaction.

� 76 New Private Patient Rooms

�  Excellence in Cancer Care, Heart and Vascular Center, 

 Orthopedics, Digestive Health Services and Surgery 

�  Most Sophisticated and Safest Imaging Technology 

 in the Metro East

�  Area’s #1 Rated Emergency Room

�  Affiliated with BJC HealthCare

State-of-the-Art CARE, Without Leaving the STATE

Year in Review 2010: Southwestern Illinois
BARBERMurphy expands headquarters, adds brokers, doubles transaction volume in 2010, preparing for rebound

By KERRY L. BEISER
   Moving into a brand-new headquarters, 
adding new brokers to its team and 
doubling its transaction volume 
compared to 2009 are good reasons the 
BARBERMurphy Group can remember 
2010 in a positive light.
   Co-principal Wayne Barber, together 
with Co-principal Paul Murphy, led the 
move in May into the commercial real 
estate firm’s new offices in Shiloh. Barber 
says the transition into a bigger space 
represents the Southwestern Illinois firm’s 
deliberate strategy to position itself well 
during slower times for steady growth 
once the market picks back up again. The 
new 4,000-square-foot building houses 
BARBERMurphy’s 13-broker team, each 
of whom specializes both by product and 
geographical territory. 
   High points for BARBERMurphy 
in 2010 materialized in the form of 
some significant commercial real estate 
transactions, including the culmination 
of a multi-year evaluation process and 
eventual closing of the site location 

for the new corporate headquarters of 
Scott Credit Union in Edwardsville at 
Edwardsville Corporate Centre, the 
business park at the interchange of 
Illinois Rte. 143 and Interstate 55. Scott 
Credit Union plans to begin construction 
of the $12 million facility in February.
   Another big deal brokered by 
BARBERMurphy Group in 2010, Barber 
says, was with Earl Henderson Trucking 
Co. The business, based in Salem, Ill., 
acquired a property in Caseyville and 
will be moving its corporate headquarters 
there, hiring some 60 new employees 
locally. Earl Henderson Trucking 
acquired the property in October, Barber 
says.
   The BARBERMurphy Group co-
principal says that although the first 
half of 2010 remained sluggish for 
the commercial real estate industry in 
Southwestern Illinois, things became 
more positive during the third and fourth 
quarters of last year. After 24 months 
of a completely stagnant market, he 
adds, both landlords and sellers began 

to shift their attitudes from one of denial 
to one of realistic acceptance of where 
the market was at. During the latter 
half of 2010, Barber says, this attitude 
adjustment resulted in more sellers being 
able to accommodate more buyers with 
more realistic expectations as to price and 
product. Another real plus as 2010 rolled 
on, he says, was that more sales occurred, 
generating more relevant valuations upon 
which to base prices.

   Compared to the total volume of 
transactions the firm brokered in 2009, 
BARBERMurphy doubled this during 
2010. Barber says the company continues 
to expand and diversify its commercial 
real estate services in anticipation of a 
rebound; indications are that the market 
is beginning to turn a corner, but that the 
improvement will indeed be slow and 
gradual and will likely take another 24 
months if there is not another downswing.

The BARBERMurphy Group’s 13-broker team officially moved into their brand-
new, 4,000-square-foot Shiloh headquarters in May 2010.

Burns & McDonnell acquires engineering firm, adds senior engineering staff during 2010
BY KERRY L. BEISER
   Acquiring another engineering firm and 
expanding its engineering staff in several 
market sectors were high points in 2010 
for full-service engineering firm Burns & 
McDonnell.
   Breck Washam, associate vice president 
for Burns & McDonnell at its St. Louis 
office, says the company, founded in 
1898, has weathered the recession well 
and was fortunate in 2010 to be able to 
acquire the assets and talents of a fellow 

Kansas City-based engineering company. 
Over the summer, Burns & McDonnell 
acquired Harrington & Cortelyou, a 
12-member firm known for its expertise 
and experience in bridge and overpass 
engineering and construction. Washam 
says the acquisition fits well with Burns 
& McDonnell’s longstanding expertise 
in these same technical specialties and 
supplements its transportation capabilities 
as well. Together the combined workforce 
of engineers has moved forward in 

engineering design of over water and 
roadway bridges, movable bridges, truss 
and railway bridges and more.
   This acquisition is the first one the 
engineering firm has made since 1983, 
according to Washam.
   Bringing on two senior-level engineers 
was another coup for Burns & McDonnell 
locally in 2010. The company hired on 
Ron Krusie, an engineer with 30 years’ 
experience and a specialty in water 
resources. Krusie is currently managing 
projects for several municipalities in both 
Illinois and Missouri - including one 
for the city of O’Fallon, Ill. - and is also 
directing a project for the Metropolitan 
St. Louis Sewer District, according to 
Washam. Krusie adds a significant water 
and wastewater capability to Burns & 
McDonnell’s infrastructure staff, Washam 
says.
   Mike Herleth also joined the 
company’s regional office as a senior 
engineer in 2010. Herleth has worked in 
transportation for two decades, mostly on 
projects involving extensive preparation 
of highway design and planning. He 
is known in the industry as a strong 
program manager, according to Washam, 
specifically for his work expanding U.S. 
36 and U.S. 63 in North Central Missouri. 
Herleth’s experience also extends to both 
sides of the Mississippi River. 

   The firm is actively working with the 
city of O’Fallon, Ill. on two separate 
projects to extend the city’s water 
distribution system to the northeast 
quadrant of the city and provide service 
to current and future residents. Burns & 
McDonnell is also performing engineering 
for the city of Fairview Heights; most 
recently, that work has included detailed 
traffic and transportation engineering 
design and analysis specific to Interstate 
64 and Rte. 159. 
   Construction at Prairie State Energy 
Campus in Washington County continues 
to keep Burns & McDonnell’s O’Fallon, 
Ill. office busy. Washam says several 
engineers from the Illinois team will likely 
remain involved with construction and 
environmental work there through 2012.
   Burns & McDonnell’s expertise and 
experience, both regionally and nationally, 
includes military work. The company 
has been doing a healthy amount of 
government work on U.S. Armed Forces 
base projects, such as the 48,000-square-
foot Army National Guard/Army Reserves 
joint-use center and maintenance facility 
adjacent to the Southern Illinois Airport 
in Carbondale. The company is also 
engineering a 59,000-square-foot, joint-
use building for the Army National Guard 
and Heartland Community College in 
Normal, Ill.

NAI DESCO relocates, 
expands Illinois office
   NAI DESCO is relocating and 
expanding its Metro East office to 
O’Fallon from Columbia, Ill.
   The office, led by Illinois native and 
real estate veteran David Wittenauer, 
CCIM, opened in April 2010 and is 
expanding to take on more agents and 
clients. The new office will provide a 
more central location in an emerging 
area.

Korte wins two national 
design-build awards
   The Korte Co. brought home two 
national Design-Build Institute of 
America Awards. Both the Armed Forces 
Reserve Center in Norman, Okla. and 
the Nevada Cancer Institute Engelstad 
Cancer Research Building in Las Vegas, 
Nev. were award-winning projects.
   The Nevada Cancer Institute is 
dedicated to cancer research, treatment 

and education and serves as the state’s 
official cancer center. The Ralph and 
Betty Englestad Cancer Research 
Building is a 184,000-square-foot 
facility with 39 state-of-the-art 
laboratories. The Korte Co. provided 
architectural and interior design and 
complete construction services. The 
project was delivered one month ahead 
of schedule and $15 million below the 
guaranteed maximum price.
   The Norman AFRC stands out as 
both a design-build and DBIA success 
story. It was the first of seven state-
of-the-art AFRC facilities for the state 
of Oklahoma and, as such, created an 
architectural image and established 
quality standards for the other six. The 
National Guard and Korte committed 
to using DBIA best practices, resulting 
in 24 of their staff members becoming 
designated design-build professionals. 
The success of the project validated 
Oklahoma’s design-build statutes.




